Atlantic Coast Joint Venture Response to Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill
Since the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico began in April 2010, several joint venture staff and partners have been assisting in various capacities to address the impacts of the oil spill on migratory birds.  
· ACJV GIS Analyst Kirsten Luke, stationed at the Panama City Florida Field Office is providing GIS support to identify important resource areas along the Gulf.

· ACJV Science Coordinator Tim Jones was deployed to respond to the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico where he was involved in helicopter flights over oiled areas to spot and recover oiled birds and other wildlife.  
· ACJV South Atlantic Coordinator Craig Watson has been working extensively with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Southeast Region and partners in Florida to identify projects along Florida’s Gulf Coast with both short term and long benefits to all birds.  Approximately 30 projects have been identified by partners, ranging from quick-turnaround enhancement and restoration projects to longer-term habitat acquisitions and capacity building to manage Florida’s avian resources.  Several of these projects were submitted in response to a call for such projects from U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation.
· Craig has also worked with Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission personnel to initiate NRCS’s new Migratory Bird Habitat Initiative, an initiative formed to enhance, restore, and provide additional habitat to migrating shorebirds and waterfowl in the Mississippi Flyway and Gulf States.  NRCS will use joint venture South Atlantic Migratory Bird Initiative priority species, habitats, and focus areas to help direct funds to those counties targeted in Florida under this initiative 
· Craig is also working with partners in Florida, Georgia, and South and North Carolina to determine linkages for waterbird species using the Atlantic coast during part of the year and using areas along the Gulf of Mexico for other parts of the year. This information may be useful in Natural Resource Damage Assessments and provide information on projects along the Atlantic Coast that might enhance productivity of these nesting waterbirds.  

· Craig is identifying contacts in Mexico, Caribbean, Puerto Rico, USVI, and Bermuda to serve as primary contacts for future oil spill issues

· ACJV technical committees are considering additional analyses to help understand the impact of the oil spill on bird species using the ACJV area.

· On behalf of the Atlantic Flyway Technical Section, Bryan Swift with New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, worked with Josh Stiller at the State University of New York to extract and summarize waterfowl band recovery data with a focus on species of interest to the Atlantic Flyway.  
· ACJV staff are working with partners to map existing waterbird colonies, important migration and wintering habitats for shorebirds, and wintering areas for sea ducks along the Atlantic Coast in preparation for possible movement of oil from the Gulf to the Atlantic via the Loop Current.  
· Mid Atlantic Coordinator Melanie Steinkamp is helping to design offshore aerial surveys that are being planned off the coast of the South Atlantic states to document numbers and existing concentrations of marine birds.
· Other joint venture staff expect to assist in the Gulf this summer and fall.

