TABLE 8.  Summary evaluation of threats to marine birds of the eastern USA.

​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                        
Type of threat 


Species affected
 

Potential importance

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                
Legal hunting
 


Sea ducks



Present levels of hunting probably causing decreases in Common Eiders and White-winged 











Scoters; may be unsustainable for other sea ducks except protected Harlequin Duck
 
Illegal hunting
 


Loons




May already be affecting Common Loon populations

Direct human persecution
Gulls, cormorants
 

Major effects on many seabirds in the past; now probably of local importance for Double-










 

crested Cormorants and Laughing Gulls
Human predation in
 
Terns


 

May be important for Roseate Tern; several other tern species at risk; investigation needed
in winter quarters





 

Human development and
Common
Eider, cormorants,
Generally, the most important and pervasive threat to all breeding species, except those on

disturbance, including
 
Brown Pelican, gulls, terns,
remote islands 
 

promotion of predators
 
Black Skimmer
 

Large gulls, promoted by
Common Eider, Leach's 
Important effects in past on Leach's Storm-Petrel, Roseate and other terns, Atlantic Puffin; 
by human wastes


Storm-Petrel, cormorants,
currently, effects are being reduced or reversed by decline in Herring Gulls and by local gull






Laughing Gull, terns,

management; Great Black-backed Gulls increasing threat to Common Eider, cormorants







Atlantic Puffin
Recovery of native


Common Eider, 


Species listed probably benefited from reduction in Peregrine Falcons, Bald Eagles and predators




cormorants, terns


mink caused by toxic chemicals; now being adversely affected as predator populations 












recover

Threats on foreign breeding 
Gadfly petrels, Masked 

Probably major threats to cited species; poorly documented in other cases
breeding sites

 

Booby, Magnificent







Frigatebird 

Mortality in gill-nets, long
Loons, shearwaters, gulls
May be important for Red-throated Loons, large gull species, possibly gadfly petrels

lines
Interactions with fisheries
Uncertain

 

Very poorly documented in this area and available evidence is equivocal, except for  












enhancement of gull populations; some effects of fisheries probably benefit seabirds; a 












commercial fishery for sand lance would be a major threat to many species

TABLE 8 (Continued)
________________  

Type of threat
 


Species affected
 

Potential importance
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Oil spills

 


Sea ducks, loons, grebes,
Important in the past; probably not now a major threat to any species except perhaps 






alcids,  Brown Pelican,
 
Razorbill and Roseate Tern
                   



Roseate Tern

Toxic chemicals
 

Common Loon, Brown  

Important in the past; probably not now a major threat to any species except Common Loon 





Pelican, Double-crested
 
(lead poisoning)
 





Cormorant, Northern 






Gannet, terns
Plastics and other artifacts
Petrels, shearwaters,

Entanglement may be a significant threat to Brown Pelicans in Florida.  Ingestion 







Brown Pelican 


probably not yet a significant threat to any species, but more study needed

Diseases and other
 

gulls, terns, sea ducks 

Botulism, avian cholera and paralytic shellfish poisoning are increasing and may become biological agents








important; highly pathogenic avian influenza might be important in the future
Wind turbines



Northern Gannet, 


Probably significant threats to cited species, especially at night and in bad weather, but 








cormorants, gulls, terns

little definitive information

Global warming and other
All species

 

Poorly studied and documented, but potentially large threats to all species resulting from

large-scale environmental 






changes in climate, oceanography and sea level, fragmentation of barrier beaches and changes










islands.  Effects might be catastrophic to some species, beneficial to others
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

