Seabird Conservation Needs Guide
Agencies responsible for implementing restoration projects under the Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration (NRDAR or Restoration) regulations authorized by OPA, CERCLA, and CWA, can benefit from readily available information on species conservation needs.  For example, the public may be compensated for birds killed or disabled due to a marine oil spill through support directed at enhancing populations of impacted species in areas throughout their range.  Due to the recent completion of a number of avian and wildlife conservation planning tools, comprehensive information on seabird conservation needs is newly available.  However, this information is dispersed throughout federal, regional and state bird conservation plans.  The purpose of this project is to compile and synthesize conservation project ideas into a searchable catalog to assist the NRDA process.  This document contains priority conservation projects identified for coastal and off-shore seabirds of the Atlantic Ocean, as well as a partial list of conservation needs for Pacific seabirds.  In assembling the guide, regional waterbird conservation plans for the entire United States, as well as State Comprehensive Wildlife Strategies (State Wildlife Action Plans SWAPs) for all Atlantic coast states (Florida and north) were evaluated.  It is broken down broadly into management, monitoring, research, and outreach needs.  Additionally, the research section is further subdivided into six more specific subheadings: habitat research, ecology research, population research, predation/competition research, human disturbance research, and contaminants/disease research.
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Summary table:

Contains list of sources, numbers of monitoring, research, conservation, and outreach needs organized by region and species group, and a color key for the research needs table.

Table 1. Regional Needs:

Contains monitoring, research, conservation, and outreach needs that apply to all seabirds within the specified region

Table 2. Management needs

Contains management needs organized by species and geographic area.

Table 3. Monitoring needs

Contains monitoring needs organized by species and geographic area.

Table 4. Research needs

Contains research needs organized by species and geographic area and color-coded according to topic.

Table 5. Outreach needs

Contains outreach needs organized by species and geographic area.

