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Seabird Data Collection Protocols

Training

NEFOP observers are instructed in waterbird/seabird identification of all common species that inhabit the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic U.S. shelf waters.  Since 2003, the seabird identification training module has been presented by Dr. Bob Kenney of the University of Rhode Island and in years prior, presenters have included Diane Pence, USFWS and Gina Shield, NMFS.  Hands-on training with specimens of the most commonly seen and confused species, gulls, shearwaters and loons, are presented during a lab practical.  Topics discussed during training include, MBTA, seabird life history, banding programs as well as live bird handling and release.  
References issued:  National Geographic Field Guide to the Birds of N.A. 4th edition and Beached Birds A COASST Field Guide to the North Atlantic.

Data Collection

All incidental takes of seabirds are recorded.  The following incidental take definition applies to all marine mammals, sea turtles and seabirds:


“If at any time during an observed trip a marine mammal, sea turtle, or seabird directly contacts the vessel, or the vessel’s fishing gear AND any part of the animal is entangled, snagged, ensnared, caught, hooked, collided with, hit, injured or killed by the vessel or it’s gear, regardless of the final condition and release of the animal, it should be documented on the Incidental Take Log.”  NEFOP Program Manual, 2006. 
The following variables are collected for all seabird takes:  (see attached for data collection log)
Species id
Haul Number

Gear Number

Net Number
Band number (if present)

Animal condition (live or dead)

Entanglement situation (general gear specific codes describing how or where an animal was entangled)

Onboard? (whether the animal came aboard or not)

Photos taken? (photos are required of all takes for id confirmation)

Comments:  seabird specific comments are requested including, describing entanglement details, id specifics, additional condition notes, and anything relevant to how the bird became entangled.
All species identifications are confirmed by Gina Shield (prior to 2001 id confirmed by Diane Pence, USFWS)

Biological Sampling
Since 2003, NEFOP has partnered with Tufts University Center for Conservation Medicine providing feathers and whole samples for the SEANET initiative (Maine to New Jersey).  In 2007 WHOI, in collaboration with Tufts, will be conducting work toward a NOAA Ocean and Human Health Initiative (OHHI) project to investigate emerging zoonoses in the Northeast.  To support these efforts, observers will be instructed to bring in all fresh dead whole seabirds.
Additional investigations of detailed stomach analyses and age bias in seabird bycatch is planned for the future.
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