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     FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE  
 Washington, D.C. 20240

	



In Reply Refer To: 

FWS/AMBS-DMBM/000391 

Memorandum 




October 30, 2000

To: 
Service Directorate  

From: 
Director                /s/ Jamie Rappaport Clark 

Subject: 
Waterbird Bycatch Policy Statement and Task Force Formation 




(Response due:  30 days from date of this memorandum) 

This is to transmit a policy statement on the reduction of waterbird bycatch and direct the 

completion of an action plan, with full regional involvement, to actively implement this policy. 

The first meeting of the Waterbird Bycatch Working Group occurred in October 1999, to review 
and discuss waterbird bycatch problems (known and suspected) in United States fisheries, draft a 
policy statement for approval by the Director, and begin steps to develop an action plan that 
would implement the proposed policy.  Fish and Wildlife Service representation was broad- 
based but not complete.  Regions 2, 3, and 6 did not participate in the meeting, but were provided 
the opportunity to review the policy statement.  Two representatives from the National Marine 
Fisheries Service also participated in the meeting. 

The policy was prepared by a drafting committee and unanimously approved by the Working 
Group.  The Waterbird Bycatch Policy Statement reads as follows: 

 It is the policy of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 
1918, as amended, legally mandates the protection and conservation of migratory birds. 
Avian conservation is of significant concern to many in the United States.  Substantial 
numbers of waterbirds (especially seabirds, but also waterfowl, shorebirds, and other 
related wading species) are killed annually in fisheries, making waterbird bycatch a serious 
conservation issue and a violation of the underlying tenets of the MBTA.  The goal of the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the elimination of waterbird bycatch in fisheries.  The 
Service will actively expand partnerships with Regional, national, and international 
organizations, States, tribes, industry, and environmental groups to meet this goal.  The 
Service, in cooperation with interested parties, will aggressively promote public awareness 
of waterbird bycatch issues, and gather the scientific information to develop and provide 
guidelines for management, regulation, and compliance.


All Service employees should consider the above guidance in carrying out their duties.  In order to 
fully implement this policy, we are also directing that each Region and WO Program nominate one 
person for membership on a newly constituted working group.  The charge of the Working Group 
will be to develop a draft action plan for Servicewide review.  Please provide the name of your 
nominee to the Division of Migratory Bird Management, Attn: Al Manville.  If you have any 
questions regarding the policy or formation of the Working Group, please contact Dr. Al Manville 
at 703/358-1963.
