The following table provides the key to interpretation of the observer program levels in the Southeast Region Fisheries table.

[image: image1.jpg]Table 3. Developmental levels (stages) for observation programs.

Observer
Program Level

Definition

None No systematic program exists for bycatch data collection

Bascline An initial effort including at-sca monitoring to assess whether a
systematic program is necded to estimate bycatch is completed.

Pilot An atsea monitoring program that obtains information from

relevant strata (time, arca, gear) for design of a systematic program
0 estimate bycatch with the ability to calculate variance estimates
has been done.

Developing

A program in which an established stratification design has been
implemented and alternative allocation schemes are being evaluated
0 optimize sample allocations by strata to achieve the recommended
goals of precision of bycatch estimates for the major specics of
Concern,

Mature

A program in which some form of an optimal sampling allocation
scheme has been implemented. The program is flexible enough to
achieve the recommended goals of precision of bycatch estimates
for the major species of concern considering changes in the fi

over time.





Source: Table 3 of NMFS (National Marine Fisheries Service). 2004. Evaluating bycatch: a national approach to st andardized bycatch monitoring programs. U.S. Dep. Commer., NOAA Tech. Memo. NMFS-F/SPO-66, 108 p

