Pre-proposals of The Atlantic Marine Bird Conservation Cooperative

Addresses Seabird Bycatch Proposed Action Item10:
Increase and target observer coverage in the Outer Banks of North Carolina
Rationale: To manage fish and bird populations and keep them sustainable over time, managers must understand the relationship between fisheries bycatch and population trends. Existing data on bycatch in the gillnet fisheries in the Outer Banks region of North Carolina is limited.  Certain high conservation priority bird species are known to frequent this region (e.g. black-capped petrel, Bermuda petrel) and documenting whether these species or other more common bird species (e.g. red-throated loons, common loons, lesser scaup and surf scoters) are being captured in these fisheries is a priority of the Atlantic Marine Bird Conservation Cooperative which is made up of conservation organizations, universities, and State and Federal managers.
Goal and Objectives:  Improve our knowledge of the by-catch component of the gillnet fisheries in the Outer Banks region of North Carolina.
Objective 1— Determine what the magnitude and species composition of bird bycatch is in the gillnet fisheries in the coastal (i.e. Sounds) and oceanic waters of the Outer Banks region of North Carolina.

Objective 2—Develop mechanisms to increase the compliance of self-reported logbook data submission and expand (i.e. double effort) the Pelagic Observer Program (POP) participation in this region for the next 3-5 years to develop more accurate bycatch estimates.

Objective 3—Develop standardized bycatch reporting methodologies for this region.
Target Audience:  Gillnet fishers of the Mid-Atlantic Bight (MAB) and South Atlantic Bight (SAB) regions.
Team: NOAA-NMFS, FWS, USGS, NC Marine Fisheries, Fishers
Budget: $75,000

Funding Sources: USGS, NOAA-NMFS, FWS, NC Sea Grant, NC Marine Fisheries
Next Steps:

1. Develop a draft research proposal (2007).
2. Secure funding (2008).
3. Conduct the study (2008-2010).
4. Publish the results (2010).
