BCR13 Priority Bird Species
Priority bird species in the Lower Great Lakes/St. Lawrence Plain Bird Conservation Region (BCR 13).  See BCR13_Final_Plan for prioritization methods and raw input data.  

Note:  the table below corresponds to Table 2 in the BCR13 Plan.

	Highest Priority
	High Priority
	Medium Priority

	Canada Goose (Atl/SJB)
	Tundra Swan
	Greater Snow Goose

	American Black Duck
	Wood Duck
	Mallard

	Lesser Scaup
	Northern Pintail
	Blue-winged Teal

	Long-tailed Duck
	Canvasback
	Redhead

	Common Goldeneye
	Greater Scaup
	White-winged Scoter

	Piping Plover
	Barrows Goldeneye
	Common Merganser

	Golden-winged Warbler
	American Bittern
	Northern Bobwhite

	Cerulean Warbler
	King Rail
	Common Loon

	Henslow's Sparrow
	American Golden-Plover
	Pied-billed Grebe

	
	Solitary Sandpiper
	Least Bittern

	
	Buff-breasted Sandpiper
	Black-crowned Night Heron

	
	Short-billed Dowitcher
	Northern Harrier

	
	American Woodcock,
	Yellow Rail

	
	Little Gull,
	Virginia Rail

	
	Common Tern
	Black-bellied Plover

	
	Black-billed Cuckoo
	Greater Yellowlegs

	
	Wood Thrush
	Upland Sandpiper

	
	Brown Thrasher
	Whimbrel

	
	Blue-winged Warbler
	Hudsonian Godwit

	
	Field Sparrow
	Marbled Godwit

	
	
	Red Knot

	
	
	Sanderling

	
	
	Semipalmated Sandpiper

	
	
	Least Sandpiper

	
	
	Pectoral Sandpiper

	
	
	Dunlin

	
	
	Wilson's Snipe

	
	
	Wilson's Phalarope

	
	
	Bonaparte's Gull

	
	
	Black Tern

	
	
	Short-eared Owl

	
	
	Chimney Swift

	
	
	Red-headed Woodpecker

	
	
	Northern Flicker

	
	
	Willow Flycatcher

	
	
	Loggerhead Shrike

	
	
	Bank Swallow

	
	
	Black-throated Blue Warbler

	
	
	Prairie Warbler

	
	
	Bay-breasted Warbler

	
	
	Prothonotary Warbler

	
	
	Worm-eating Warbler

	
	
	Canada Warbler

	
	
	Scarlet Tanager

	
	
	Grasshopper Sparrow

	
	
	Song Sparrow

	
	
	Rose-breasted Grosbeak

	
	
	Bobolink

	
	
	Eastern Meadowlark

	
	
	Rusty Blackbird

	
	
	Baltimore Oriole


Species Habitat Suites

The main goal of the BCR 13 Initiative is to integrate the various migratory bird initiatives to more effectively and efficiently deliver habitat conservation within this region.  To accomplish this, priority species were grouped by their respective habitat types.  Priority habitats were identified by aggregating priority bird species into broad habitat categories for all of BCR 13 (See Habitat Definitions below).  The set of habitats used in this plan were derived from the various map and information products available (e.g., National Land Cover Data in the US), by merging and cross-walking various habitat and land-use categories into a unified set that form the basis of a common habitat language to be used by partners in both the U.S. and Canada.
Species-Habitat Suites for BCR 13.
Priority bird species are grouped below by wetland and upland habitat types.  For each group, Species in bold are Highest Priority, those in italics are High Priority, and those in regular font are Medium Priority.  
Note that many priority species are listed under more than one habitat type;  those species are indicated by an asterisk.
	Emergent Wetland

	American Black Duck*
	Little Gull*
	Mallard*

	Canada Goose (Atl/SJB)*
	Northern Pintail
	Northern Harrier*

	Common Goldeneye*
	Tundra Swan*
	Pied-billed Grebe

	Lesser Scaup*
	Wood Duck*
	Redhead

	American Bittern
	Black Tern
	Short-eared Owl*

	Canvasback*
	Black-crowned Night Heron*
	Virginia Rail

	Greater Scaup*
	Blue-winged Teal
	Wilson's Phalarope

	King Rail
	Common Merganser*
	Wilson's Snipe

	
	Least Bittern
	Yellow Rail


	Open Water/Riverine

	Canada Goose (Atl/SJB)*
	Barrows Goldeneye
	Bonaparte's Gull*

	Common Goldeneye*
	Canvasback*
	Common Loon*

	Lesser Scaup*
	Common Tern
	Common Merganser*

	Long-tailed Duck
	Greater Scaup*
	Greater Snow Goose

	
	Little Gull*
	Redhead

	
	Tundra Swan*
	White-winged Scoter


	Shoreline Sand/Mud

	Piping Plover
	Bank Swallow
	Pectoral Sandpiper

	
	Black-bellied Plover
	Red Knot

	American Golden-Plover
	Dunlin
	Sanderling

	Buff-breasted Sandpiper
	Greater Yellowlegs
	Semipalmated Sandpiper

	Short-billed Dowitcher
	Hudsonian Godwit
	Whimbrel

	Solitary Sandpiper
	Least Sandpiper
	Bonaparte's Gull*

	
	Marbled Godwit
	Common Loon*


	Forested Wetland

	American Black Duck*
	Wood Duck*
	Prothonotary Warbler

	Cerulean Warbler*
	Black-crowned Night Heron*
	Rusty Blackbird*

	Common Goldeneye*
	Canada Warbler*
	Willow Flycatcher*


	Scrub-shrub Wetland

	American Black Duck*
	American Woodcock*
	Mallard*

	Golden-winged Warbler*
	Blue-winged Warbler*
	Willow Flycatcher*

	
	Wood Duck*
	


	Shrub/Early Successional

	Golden-winged Warbler*
	American Woodcock*
	Baltimore Oriole

	
	Blue-winged Warbler*
	Loggerhead Shrike

	
	Brown Thrasher*
	Northern Bobwhite

	
	Field Sparrow
	Northern Flicker

	
	
	Prairie Warbler

	
	
	Red-headed Woodpecker

	
	
	Song Sparrow*


	Deciduous/Mixed Forest

	Cerulean Warbler*
	Baltimore Oriole
	Rose-breasted Grosbeak

	Black-billed Cuckoo
	Bay-breasted Warbler
	Scarlet Tanager

	Brown Thrasher*
	Black-throated Blue Warbler
	Worm-eating Warbler

	Wood Thrush
	Canada Warbler
	


	Agricultural Grasslands

	Henslow's Sparrow
	Bobolink
	Short-eared Owl*

	
	Eastern Meadowlark
	Upland Sandpiper

	
	Grasshopper Sparrow
	Rusty Blackbird*

	
	Northern Harrier*
	Song Sparrow*


	Artificial Cover

	Chimney Swift
	
	


As noted above, for each group, Species in bold are Highest Priority, those in italics are High Priority, and those in regular font are Medium Priority.  

Note that many priority species are listed under more than one habitat type;  those species are indicated by an asterisk.
Habitat Definitions
Aggregated priority habitats used in the Lower Great Lakes/St. Lawrence Plain (BCR 13) Conservation Plan.

	Category
	Definition

	Open Water/Riverine


	Includes all deep-water lacustrine and riverine habitats and rocky riverine habitats.

	Shoreline Sand/Mud


	Shoreline sand and mud associated with deep-water lacustrine and riverine habitats.

	Emergent Marsh


	Emergent marshes dominated by persistent and non-persistent 
vegetation.  Includes lacustrine, riverine, palustrine, and estuarine wetlands.

	Scrub-Shrub Wetlands
	Wetlands dominated by woody vegetation < 6 m tall.  Includes shrubs, young trees, or stunted trees and shrubs.  May represent a successional stage leading to forested wetlands.

	Forested Wetlands
	Wetlands dominated by woody vegetation (6 m tall.  Generally associated with palustrine systems adjacent to riverine systems, including beaver flowages.

	Deciduous/Mixed Forests


	A diverse assemblage of deciduous hardwoods that make up upland forest habitats in BCR 13 including maple, oak, hickory, beech, and birch associations.

	Shrub/Early Successional


	Includes early successional habitats such as shrublands and young forests consisting of seedlings or sapling trees.

	Agricultural Grasslands
	Includes pastures, hayfields, and fallow fields.

	Artificial Cover
	Refers to graveled rooftops and chimneys.


