Priority Science Needs Process and Summary for the Atlantic Coast Joint Venture
ACJV Staff developed an initial list of priority needs/projects that were sent out to members of both the Game Bird and Nongame Technical Committees on February 3, 2010.  Each technical committee member was asked to review the list and send any additional needs to ACJV Staff by February 17th.  Each need/project was categorized by Atlantic Coast Joint Venture component and objective (equivalent to Strategic Habitat Conservation category.
At the February 2010 joint Gamebird and Nongame Technical Committee the science needs were reviewed and after a brief discussion of each need/project, the committee members added four needs to the list.  Each member then was asked to rank each need/project according to three criteria.  A second draft list was sent to technical committee members on March 1st with any additions due by close of business on March 5th.
Any additional needs/projects solicited since the joint meeting in February will ranked by the committees and the resulting ranks from all projects will be summarized (mean and standard deviation) and used to rank each need/project within a given component (e.g., Biological Planning).  We are planning on having a web-enabled meeting the week of March 15th or March 22nd in order to review the results and achieve consensus on these results.
Results of this exercise will be posted on the ACJV web site by mid-April and will be used to guide future proposal development or expenditure of discretionary funds.  Projects/needs identified as relevant to LCCs will be forwarded to the appropriate staff within the appropriate LCCs .

	Need/Project
	Component
	Objective

	Population objectives for representative species
	Biological Planning
	Biological planning steps

	Swallow-tailed Kite Population objectives
	Biological Planning
	Biological planning steps

	Assess rate of change of shorelines, terrestrial, intertidal, and beach ecosystems on barrier islands
	Biological Planning
	Biological planning steps

	Assess health and status of bottomland hardwood forests, stressors are salt water intrusion from sea level rise and storm events
	Biological Planning
	Biological planning steps

	Spatial Mapping of landbird migration hotspots in Flyway, identify gaps where information is lacking and fund needed additional analyses and mapping
	Biological Planning
	Biological planning steps

	Species-habitat modeling that allows for assessments of current habitat capacity for all BCRs
	Biological Planning
	Biological planning steps

	Regional climate change vulnerability assessments
	Biological Planning
	Biological planning steps

	Spatial Mapping of nearshore and offshore marine bird hotspots in the Atlantic Flyway
	Biological Planning
	Biological planning steps

	Determine population objectives for long-legged wading birds
	Biological Planning
	Biological planning steps

	Vulnerability of forage base (shorebird & seabird) to climate change, invasive spp, etc.
	Biological Planning
	Biological planning steps

	Peninsular FL BCR (31) Planning
	Biological Planning
	Overall structure, planning and information management

	Piedmont BCR (29) Planning
	Biological Planning
	Overall structure, planning and information management

	Consistent/updated secured lands database
	Biological Planning
	Overall structure, planning and information management

	
	
	

	Best methods for creation and enhancement of beach nesting bird habitat
	Conservation Design
	Conservation design resources at appropriate scales

	Expansion of Designing Sustainable Landscapes to other BCRs
	Conservation Design
	Conservation design steps

	Modeling effects of sea level rise on salt marshes and obligate species
	Conservation Design
	Conservation design steps

	Modeling effects of sea level rise on species using beaches
	Conservation Design
	Conservation design steps

	Optimization of mgmt actions for all priority habitats and focal species
	Conservation Design
	Conservation design steps

	Forecasting future landscape conditions
	Conservation Design
	Conservation design steps

	Habitat objectives for all species
	Conservation Design
	Conservation design steps

	Downscaled climate model predictions
	Conservation Design
	Conservation design steps

	develop waterfowl energetic models for common waterfowl food plants across the South Atlantic Region
	Conservation Design
	Conservation design steps

	better information on how coastal rivers will "act "under climate change
	Conservation Design
	Conservation design steps

	spatial mapping of coastal habitats for shorebirds (beaches, mudflats, etc.)
	Conservation Design
	Conservation design steps

	Risk assessment of near & offshore habitats (wind power, pollution, climate change, other energy devel)
	Conservation Design
	Conservation design steps

	Beach-nesting bird habitat assessment
	Conservation Design
	Habitat monitoring

	Consistent/updated habitat management database
	Conservation Design
	Overall structure, planning and information management

	
	
	

	Habitat use information for waterfowl species of concern during migration
	Monitoring and Evaluation
	Habitat monitoring

	Flyway integrated waterbird management and monitoring project
	Monitoring and Evaluation
	Population monitoring

	Painted Bunting monitoring in the Southeast
	Monitoring and Evaluation
	Population monitoring

	BCR 30 Marshbird monitoring project
	Monitoring and Evaluation
	Population monitoring

	Ongoing evaluation of Designing Sustainable Landcapes models
	Monitoring and Evaluation
	Population monitoring

	Expand BBS routes to inform conservation planning models
	Monitoring and Evaluation
	Population monitoring

	
	
	

	Long-term data management system
	Other (please explain)
	Overall structure, planning and information management

	Online tool for accessing the most recent conservation designs
	Other (please explain)
	Overall structure, planning and information management

	
	
	

	Specific approaches to address age and structure in forests and early successional habitats
	Research
	Other (please explain)

	More fully understand the Adaptive Capacity of these species and habitats and what factors are and will become the limiting factors of their adaptive capacity under climate change conditions
	Research
	Other (please explain)

	Effects of wind energy on coastal resources
	Research
	Other (please explain)

	Assess validity of representative species approach
	Research
	Research prioritization


