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The Association of Joint Venture Management Boards (AJVMB) seeks the continued support of Congress and the Administration for federal funding of the Joint Venture program through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. We are respectfully requesting $18,000,000 for FY2011.  

The Joint Ventures exemplify a highly successful, cost-effective approach to conservation. During 2008-2009, every Joint Venture administrative dollar leveraged more than $41 in non-federal partner funds for on-the-ground habitat conservation and restoration projects, biological planning, and outreach. For example:

· Atlantic Coast JV partners have conserved over a million acres of working forest.

· The Lower Mississippi Valley JV has worked with non-traditional partners such as energy companies to reforest more than 80,000 acres.

· In 2009, Central Valley (California) JV partners protected and restored over 85,000 acres.

· Partners of one of the newest JVs, the Appalachian Mountains JV, have facilitated restoration and management of more than 1,700 acres of old fields, shrubland, and grassland.

Thanks to sustained Congressional support, over the last few years our program has expanded from a handful of Joint Ventures focused on waterfowl conservation, to 18 habitat Joint Ventures and three species Joint Ventures with responsibility for the conservation of all migratory bird populations. In light of that added responsibility, we believe that an increase to $18,000,000 in FY2011 from $14,000,000 in FY2010 is necessary accomplish the following:

· Strengthen the public/private partnerships that leverage increasingly scarce public funds for on-the-ground habitat restoration and acquisition projects.

· Fully implement all federal bird conservation plans.

· Continue to incorporate recent scientific advances in the development of our landscape-conservation plans.

· Build capacity within the newer Joint Ventures, while maintaining expertise within established ones. 

The Joint Ventures have a long history of demonstrated success in implementing bird conservation initiatives mandated by Congress and by international treaties. Our partners’ projects are developed at the local level and are implemented through diverse public/private partnerships. These projects reflect local values and needs, while addressing regional and national conservation priorities. The projects benefit not only birds, but many wildlife species, and have a positive impact on issues such as the health of watersheds and local economies.

Thank you for your commitment to conservation and support for increased Joint Venture funding! 

Sincerely, 

Association of Joint Venture Management Boards 
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Please note that this request is from the Association of Joint Venture Management Boards and is not provided from or on behalf of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service








