Atlantic Coast Joint Venture Gamebird and Nongame Bird Technical Committees

Report to Management Board, March 10, 2010

The Atlantic Coast Joint Venture Gamebird and Nongame Technical Committees met on February 21 and 22, 2010 in conjunction with the Atlantic Flyway Technical Section Meetings in St. Petersburg, Florida.

The committees held both separate and joint meetings on February 21 and participated in a workshop on waterbird monitoring and management on February 22.  The results and action items from those meetings and workshops is summarized here.
Waterfowl Population and Habitat Objectives

The ACJV Gamebird Technical Committee reviewed the alternatives for stepping down population goals from the North American Waterfowl Management Plan (NAWMP) to the Atlantic Coast Joint Venture including those recommended by the NAWMP Science Support Team and the analyses done in the ACJV Waterfowl Implementation Plan.  They agreed that no one method works best for all species and formed a subcommittee charged with selecting the best method for developing waterfowl population objectives for each species by state.  The subcommittee will complete the process and present results at the summer technical meetings.  Members of the committee include John Stanton (USFWS) Paul Castelli (NJ) Pat Devers (BDJV) John Collucy (DU) and Joe Fuller (NC).  
This subcommittee and others that are interested will also select a couple of species that span the entire flyway, use the population numbers from the selected methods and calculate habitat objectives.  The group discussed using black duck and brant because of the energetic study results and including other species with more southern distribution.  The subcommittee will present results at the summer meeting.

NAWMP Continentally Important Areas for Waterfowl

The ACJV Gamebird Technical Committee discussed the NAWMP Update and the opportunity to revisit maps of Continentally Important Areas for Waterfowl in North America.  Joint venture staff will send information, criteria and maps on these Continentally Important Areas for technical committee review with clear guidance on determining continental significance.  Information needs to be complied by xxx.
NAWCA Ranking Committee

ACJV Technical Committee members will cycle through the ACJV NAWCA ranking committee over the next few years.  Changes in membership will be staggered over several review periods and will maintain geographic and game/nongame balance.  Joe Fuller (NC) will replace Steve Rockwood (FL) this year.  People are expected to serve a 3 year term.  
Science Needs Assessment

Technical committee members provided input into an ACJV science needs assessment organized by the components of strategic habitat conservation (biological planning, conservation design, monitoring and research).  At the joint technical committee meeting, these science needs were reviewed, added to and prioritized by the full committees.  Final prioritization will take place through email submissions and a webinar this March.  Final science needs will be provided to the Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LCCs) in the ACJV area for funding consideration for FY 2011.
Shorebird Subcommittee

A shorebird subcommittee of the Nongame Bird Technical Committee agreed to meet via conference calls and a face-to-face meeting (with funding by USFWS) in the next few months to articulate shorebird conservation, management and monitoring needs for the Atlantic Flyway.  They intend to establish a core group as well as larger group of flyway shorebird contacts.  This group is needed to deliver the U.S. Shorebird Conservation Plan in the ACJV area.
Flyway Integrated Waterbird Monitoring and Management 

Both technical committees participated in a separate workshop focused on the Flyway Integrated Waterbird Monitoring and Management.  They worked with a post-doc (Dr, Sarah Jacobi, Lincoln Park Zoo) involved in developing an allocation model for that project, providing input on how budget allocation and management decisions are made for managing habitat for waterbirds (waterfowl, shorebirds and wading birds) in their states.  This group will provide additional input as needed.  In addition, at least one member of the technical committee will join the Flyway Integrated Waterbird Monitoring and Management steering committee and several committee members will assist with the various technical workgroups (e.g., monitoring protocols).
