Atlantic Coast Joint Venture
Congressional Outreach Strategy

111th Congress 2009-2010

The Atlantic Coast Joint Venture includes all or part of sixteen states and the commonwealth of Puerto Rico.  There are 32 senators in this area and 140 representatives (excluding the Appalachians portion of NY, PA, MD, VA, NC and GA and the East Gulf portion of FL) representing about a third of Congress. (See tables below).
There are 13 Senators on either the Appropriations Committee or the Authorization committee (Environment and Public Works); 7 of those senators are on the subcommittees that handle the Department of Interior programs and wildlife conservation in general.
There are 35 Representatives on either the Appropriations Committee or the Authorization committee (Natural Resources); 9 of those Representatives are on the subcommittees that handle the Department of Interior programs and wildlife conservation in general.
U.S. SENATE

APPROPRIATION COMMITTEE, INTERIOR COMMITTEE

	STATE
	MEMBER
	SUBCOMMITTEE

	Maine
	Susan Collins
	

	Maryland
	Barbara A. Mikulski
	Interior

	New Hampshire
	Judd Gregg
	Interior

	New Jersey
	Frank R. Lautenberg
	

	Pennsylvania
	Arlen Specter
	

	Rhode Island
	Jack Reed
	Interior

	Vermont
	Patrick J. Leahy
	Interior


ENVIRONMENTAL AND PUBLIC WORKS, WATER AND WILDLIFE SUBCOMMITTEE

	STATE
	MEMBER
	SUBCOMMITTEE

	Delaware
	Thomas R. Carper
	

	Maryland
	Benjamin L.Cardin
	Water and Wildlife

	New Jersey
	Frank R. Lautenberg
	Water and Wildlife

	New York
	Kristen Gillibrand
	

	Pennsylvania
	Arlen Specter
	

	Rhode Island
	Sheldon Whitehouse
	Water and Wildlife

	Vermont
	Bernie Sanders
	


U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

APPROPRIATION COMMITTEE, INTERIOR SUBCOMMITTEE

	STATE
	MEMBER
	SUBCOMMITTEE

	Connecticut
	Rosa L. DeLuaro
	

	Florida
	Allen Boyd
	

	Florida
	Debbie Wasserman Schultz
	

	Florida
	C.W. Bill Young
	

	Florida
	Ander Crenshaw
	

	Georgia
	Sanford D. Bishop Jr.
	

	Georgia
	Jack Kingston
	

	Maryland
	C.A. Ruppersberger
	

	Massachusetts
	John W. Olver
	Interior

	New Jersey
	Steven R. Rothman
	

	New Jersey
	Jose E. Serrano
	

	New Jersey
	Rodney P. Frelinghuysen
	

	New York
	Nita M. Lowey
	

	New York
	Maurice D. Hinchey
	Interior

	New York
	Steve Israel
	

	North Carolina
	David E. Price
	Interior

	Pennsylvania
	John P. Murtha
	

	Pennsylvania
	Chaka Fattah
	

	Rhode Island
	Patrick J. Kennedy
	

	Virginia
	James P. Moran
	Interior

	Virginia
	Frank R. Wolf
	


NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE, INSULAR AFFAIRS, OCEANS AND WILDLIFE SUBCOMMITTEE
	STATE
	MEMBER
	SUBCOMMITTEE

	Georgia
	Paul C. Broun
	

	Maryland
	Frank Kratovil Jr.
	Oceans and Wildlife

	Maryland
	John P. Sarbanes
	

	Massachusetts
	Edward J. Markey
	

	Massachusetts
	Niki Tsongas
	

	New Hampshire
	Carol Shea-Porter
	Oceans and Wildlife

	New Jersey
	Frank Pallone, Jr.
	Oceans and Wildlife

	New Jersey
	Rush D. Holt
	

	New York
	Maurice D. Hinchey
	

	Pennsylvania
	Bill Shuster
	

	Puerto Rico
	Pedro R. Pierluisi
	Oceans and Wildlife

	South Carolina
	Henry E. Brown Jr.
	Oceans and Wildlife

	Virginia
	Robert J. Wittman
	Oceans and Wildlife


At a minimum, ACJV staff and partners should reach out to the 16 members of these subcommittees and any other members that have been involved or have expressed an interest in the joint venture NAWCA or related activities.
Joint venture staff are available to attend Hill visits with congressional staff with Management Board members or other partners in the spring or to set up field visits with members or district staff in the joint venture.
The Association of Joint Venture Management Boards (AJVMB) is meeting on March 17, 2009 – the week of the North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference in Arlington, VA.  Since this directly conflicts with the Atlantic Flyway meeting, there will not be any ACJV representation at that meeting.  There will be AJVMB meetings set up that week with key committees and with agencies that may be beneficial to have ACJV attendance.  As that information becomes available, ACJV staff will pass it on to board members.  ACJV staff are available to attend Hill visits with board members and partners that week or on other weeks during the spring that board members are available.  In addition, JV congressional outreach materials will be made available to all board members and packets for specific members of Congress can be prepared.  

Packets for members of Congress would include at least the following:  National JV Fact Sheet, National JV Climate Change Insert, Request Letter (asks for additional funding for joint ventures in each of the next five years) and the appropriate state fact sheet.  These materials and visits would focus on supporting or adding to the appropriations for FY 2010 and building relationships with new staff.

The most effective visits are with board members or partners from the state that the member is from.  If that is not possible, then a phone call before or after the visit from the state board member to the staff member to reinforce the importance of the joint venture to that state is important.

Visits after the spring can be more focused on early discussions of the 2011 appropriations and on general information sharing.  Updates can be provided via email and the ACJV newsletter.
A field visit to the Assateague National Seashore is being planned and organized for late spring for congressional staff, particularly staff members to the authorization committees that would include JV staff, state partners and other NGOs.
